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GUIDE TO THE 2021-2022 SPENCERPORT ELEMENTARY REPORT CARD 

The purpose of this document is to serve as a general overview to help parents understand the key 

concepts behind our updated Elementary Report Card, which is being implemented for the first time in 

the 2021-2022 school year. The updated report card represents some significant revisions to the former 

report card. Please use this document to familiarize yourself with the key features and frequently asked 

questions about the report card. Further questions can be directed to your child’s principal. 

 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE REVISED REPORT CARD AND GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The Elementary Report Card was revised using a collaborative process, involving input from a variety of 

teachers, parents, and administrators from both the building level and district level. All feedback was 

carefully considered in our effort to create a report card that provides clear communication to families, 

is aligned to the NYS Next Generation Learning Standards, and is efficient for teachers to use.  

As always, the report card is one form of communication between home and school. The Spencerport 

School District encourages ongoing communication between teachers and families throughout the 

school year. Parent/Teacher conferences, phone calls, emails, and other forms of communication are 

used to create a partnership between school and home that support a child’s success. The report card, 

while important, provides only a snapshot of a child’s progress throughout the year. If you have any 

additional questions or concerns about your child’s performance or progress in school, please do not 

hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, counselor, or principal.  

 

CHANGES TO THE REPORT CARD 

This section outlines the main changes to the report card.  

1. Social Development section 

a. The behaviors previously listed in the Social Development section of the report card 

have been updated to align to the NYS Social Emotional Learning Benchmarks and now 

appear at the top of the report card document.  

b. A copy of the entire NYS Social Emotional Learning Benchmarks document can be found 

by visiting http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/NYSSELBenchmarks.pdf. 

2. Rating Codes for Achievement 

a. Change in the language used for a score of a 4 and a 2.  

Score Former Language New Language 

4 Meeting Standards with 
Distinction  

Exceeding Standards 

3 Meeting Standards 
 

Meeting Standards 

2 Working Toward 
Standards 

Approaching Standards 

1 Not Meeting Standards 
 

Not Meeting Standards 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/NYSSELBenchmarks.pdf


3. Humanities and STEM sections  

a. Academic sections of the revised report card are now separated by ELA, Math, and the 

Content Areas 

4. Comments Sections 

a. In an effort to provide teachers more space to write narrative comments, an additional 

comment section has been added to address each child’s progress toward social 

emotional learning benchmarks.  

b. A second comment section appears for Academic Comments from your child’s 

classroom teacher.  

c. When necessary, comments may appear in the special areas sections as well. 

5. Inclusion of Support Services Reporting 

a. For students who receive additional services in RtI or English as a New Language,  

service providers’ reports will be included on the report card instead of in a separate 

document.  

b. Students with an IEP will continue to receive separate reports from their Special 

Education Case Managers and Related Service Providers. 

6. Alignment to Next Generation Learning Standards 

a. In 2017, New York State adopted the Next Generation Learning Standards in Math and 

ELA to be implemented beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. Revisions have been 

made to align to the updated standards.  

7. Addition of F&P Reading level trimester benchmarks 

a. The former report card provided only the end of year benchmark for the Fountas and 

Pinell reading level for specific the grade. The revised report card provides parents with 

the trimester benchmark for each grade level to more accurately report student 

progress in their reading levels throughout the year.  

8. Achievement Scale 

a. While both the former and the updated report card use standards-based grading, the 

former report card used a Point in Time approach to reporting achievement. The 

updated report card uses the end of year standard and reports student progress toward 

meeting the end of year standard at three different points during the year. More is 

explained on this shift in the Achievement Scale and Standards Based Grading section 

below.  

 

ACHIEVEMENT SCALE AND STANDARDS BASED GRADING 

The standards-based report card, distributed three times a year, is one part of the system used in 

Spencerport to report academic progress to families. The report cards are aligned to the New York State 

Next Generation Standards and list the essential skills students should learn in each subject at a 

particular grade level. It is important to note that the standards are end-of-grade expectations, so this 

is a useful tool in seeing your child’s progress toward those standards.  

The scale below is used to report academic achievement as a student progresses through the year to 

meet the end-of-year grade level standards. For the first two report cards, students are evaluated on 

their progress toward the end of year grade level standards. On the final report card in June, the score 



reflects their actual achievement in relation to the standards. The goal is for students to achieve 3’s in 

June, indicating that the student has met grade level standards at the conclusion of the school year.  

With this approach to grade reporting, the goals remain constant throughout the year and parents can 

more clearly see their child’s growth toward meeting standards over the course of the year.  

4: Exceeding Grade Level Standards Students who achieve a 4 have met end of year expectations 
and are working beyond grade level. 

3: Meeting Grade Level Standards Students who achieve a 3 have met the end of year grade 
level expectations. This is the goal for the third report card 
in June. 

2: Approaching Grade Level Standards Students who achieve a 2 are approaching achievement of 
the end of year grade level expectations. This is the most 
common achievement level for the 1st and 2nd report cards 
as students are making progress toward end of year 
standards.  

1: Not Meeting Grade Level Standards Students who achieve a 1 are not meeting benchmarks for 
projected achievement of meeting end of year grade level 
expectations. 

Greyed Out Sections with No Score This standard has not been assessed during the trimester in 
which the box is grey.  

 

SNAPSHOT OF THE REPORT CARD  

Below is a snapshot of the 3rd grade report card. The numbers on the snapshot correspond with the 

changes outlined above. There are slight variations in each grade level’s report card based on 

developmentally appropriate language for the specific grade level standard. For instance, K-2 report 

cards include only an effort grade for Social Studies and Science and grades K-1 include a section for 

Handwriting.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Should I be concerned if my child has a 2 on the first two report cards?  

No. A score of a 2 on the first two report cards is developmentally appropriate. It indicates that your child 

is approaching the end of the year standard in the months of September to March. The goal is for 

students to meet grade level standards by June; the score for meeting grade level standards is a 3.  

 

What does it mean if my child has a 4 on a report card?  

The score of a four indicates that your child has met the grade level standard AND is demonstrating 

achievement of standards beyond his or her current grade level expectations. See the example below for 

a second grade student.  

3: Meeting Standard 4: Exceeding Standard 

The student is able to meet the 2nd grade Math 
Standard NY-2.MD.7 Tell and write time from 
analog and digital clocks in five-minute 
increments, using a.m. and p.m. Develop an 
understanding of common terms such as but not 
limited to, quarter past, half past, and quarter to 
by demonstrating the ability to tell and write 
time from analog and digital clocks in five minute 
increments.  

The student is able to meet the 2nd grade Math 
Standards NY-2.MD.7 AND is working toward 
meeting the 3rd grade standard NY-3.MD.1 Tell 
and write time to the nearest minute and 
measure time intervals in minutes. Solve one step 
word problems involving addition and subtraction 
of time intervals in minutes. 

 

What does it mean when a box next to the standard is grey with no number in it?  

A greyed-out box on a report card means that the standard was not assessed during the marking period. 

The standard may have been only introduced during this timeframe or may appear during later months 

in the curriculum.  

 

Do Achievement Levels (1-4) translate into letter grades?  

No. The levels do NOT indicate letter grades such as A, B, C, D, or F. The achievement levels as described 

on page 3 indicate the student’s progress toward meeting an end of year standard as demonstrated by 

their current performance of skills and knowledge of content.  

 

Why are all the standards not listed on the report card?  

A team of educators, administrators, and parents collaborated to choose the descriptors as most 

significant for student learning in each grade level. Many skills in ELA and Math during the elementary 

years can support progress in multiple standards.  


